
Optional Enrichment Summer Reading Assignment 
GT/Pre-AP English I 

 
For students who will continue on to Pre-AP courses, reading these works are an opportunity to prepare you 

for the beginning of the school year and get a head start. 
 
Dear Incoming 9th Grade Pre-AP and GT/Pre-AP English I Students, 

 

Welcome to Pre-AP and GT/Pre-AP English I. We are excited to meet all of you next year. In order to enrich 

your learning experience, we have prepared a challenging and engaging curriculum to ensure you will enjoy 

your time in our Pre-AP course. 

 

Though we do not have a required summer reading selection for you this year, we wanted to give you an 

opportunity to get a head start on preparing for the depth and complexity of the literature we will engage with 

and write about throughout the year. We believe reading and writing go hand-in-hand, and encourage you to 

pick up a book this summer to read and think about. 

 
Your first assignments of the year will encourage you to discuss, write, and think critically. We can’t wait to meet 
you. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact Sara-Jane Shepperd at sara-jane.shepperd@dsisdtx.us if you have any questions 
or concerns over the summer. 
 

Listed over the next few pages are some book options with brief reviews we recommend: 

 

Kaffir Boy  
by Mark Mathabane 
Mark Mathabane was weaned on devastating poverty and schooled in the cruel streets of South Africa’s 
most desperate ghetto, where bloody gang wars and midnight police raids were his rites of passage. 
Like every other child born in the hopelessness of apartheid, he learned to measure his life in days, not 
years. Yet Mark Mathabane, armed only with the courage of his family and a hard-won education, raised 
himself up from the squalor and humiliation to win a scholarship to an American university. This 
extraordinary memoir of life under apartheid is a triumph of the human spirit over hatred and 
unspeakable degradation, for Mark Mathabane did what no physically and psychologically battered 
“Kaffir” from the rat-infested alleys of Alexandra was supposed to do - he escaped to tell about it. 

 

Funny in Farsi: A Memoir of Growing Up Iranian in America  
by Firoozeh Dumas 
In 1972, when she was seven, Firoozeh Dumas and her family moved from Iran to Southern 
California, arriving with no firsthand knowledge of this country beyond her father's glowing 
memories of his graduate school years here. In a series of deftly drawn scenes Funny in 
Farsi chronicles the American journey of Dumas' wonderfully engaging family: her engineer father, a 
sweetly quixotic dreamer who first sought riches on Bowling for Dollars and in Las Vegas; her elegant 
mother, who never fully mastered English (nor cared to); her uncle, who combated the effects of 
American fast food with an army of miraculous American weight-loss gadgets; and Firoozeh herself, 
who as a girl changed her name to Julie, and who encountered a second wave of culture shock when 
she met and married a Frenchman, becoming part of a one-couple melting pot. An unforgettable story 
of identity, discovery, and the power of family love, Funny in Farsi will leave us all laughing without 
an accent. 
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Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close  
by Jonathan Safran Foer 
Nine-year-old Oskar Schell has embarked on an urgent, secret mission that will take him through the 
five boroughs of New York. His goal is to find the lock that matches a mysterious key that belonged to 
his father who died in the World Trade Center on the morning of September 11. This seemingly 
impossible task will bring Oskar into contact with survivors of all sorts of an exhilarating, affecting, 
often hilarious, and ultimately healing journey. 

 

 

 

Mister Pip  
by Lloyd Jones 
In a novel that is at once intense, beautiful, and fablelike, Lloyd Jones weaves a transcendent story 
that celebrates the resilience of the human spirit and the power of narrative to transform our lives. On 
a copper-rich tropical island shattered by war, where the teachers have fled with most everyone else, 
only one white man chooses to stay behind: the eccentric Mr. Watts, object of much curiosity and 
scorn, who sweeps out the ruined schoolhouse and begins to read to the children each day from 
Charles Dickens’s classic Great Expectations. But in a ravaged place where even children are forced to 
live by their wits and daily survival is the only objective, imagination can be a dangerous thing. 
 

 

 

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time  
by Mark Haddon 
Christopher John Francis Boone knows all the countries of the world and their capitals and every prime 
number up to 7,057. He relates well to animals but has no understanding of human emotions. He 
cannot stand to be touched. And he detests the color yellow. This improbable story of Christopher's 
quest to investigate the suspicious death of a neighborhood dog makes for one of the most captivating, 
unusual, and widely heralded novels in recent years. 
 

 

 

The Cat’s Table 
by Michael Ondaatje 
In the early 1950s, an eleven-year-old boy in Colombo boards a ship bound for England. At 
mealtimes he is seated at the “cat’s table”—as far from the Captain’s Table as can be—with a ragtag 
group of “insignificant” adults and two other boys, Cassius and Ramadhin. As the ship makes its way 
across the Indian Ocean, through the Suez Canal, into the Mediterranean, the boys tumble from one 
adventure to another, bursting all over the place like freed mercury. As the narrative moves 
between the decks and holds of the ship and the boy’s adult years, it tells a spellbinding story—by 
turns poignant and electrifying—about the magical, often forbidden, discoveries of childhood and a 
lifelong journey that begins unexpectedly with a spectacular sea voyage. 

 
 

The Woman Warrior  
by Maxine Hong Kingston 
As a girl, Kingston lives in two confounding worlds: the California to which her parents have 
immigrated and the China of her mother’s “talk stories.” The fierce and wily women warriors of her 
mother’s tales clash jarringly with the harsh reality of female oppression out of which they come. 
Kingston’s sense of self emerges in the mystifying gaps in these stories, which she learns to fill with 
stories of her own. A warrior of words, she forges fractured myths and memories into an incandescent 
whole, achieving a new understanding of her family’s past and her own present. 
 



The Distance Between Us 
 by Reyna Grande 
When Reyna Grande’s father leaves his wife and three children behind in a village in Mexico to make 
the dangerous trek across the border to the United States, he promises he will soon return from "El 
Otro Lado" (The Other Side) with enough money to build them a dream house where they can all live 
together. His promises become harder to believe as months turn into years. When he summons his 
wife to join him, Reyna and her siblings are deposited in the already overburdened household of their 
stern, unsmiling grandmother. The three siblings are forced to look out for themselves; in childish 
games they find a way to forget the pain of abandonment and learn to solve very adult problems. 
When their mother at last returns, the reunion sets the stage for a dramatic new chapter in Reyna’s 
young life: her own journey to "El Otro Lado" to live with the man who has haunted her imagination 
for years, her long-absent father. 

Townie  
by Andre Dubus III 
After their parents divorced in the 1970s, Andre Dubus III and his three siblings grew up with their 
overworked mother in a depressed Massachusetts mill town saturated with drugs and everyday 
violence. Nearby, his father, an eminent author, taught on a college campus and took the kids out on 
Sundays. The clash between town and gown, between the hard drinking, drugging, and fighting of 
"townies" and the ambitions of students debating books and ideas, couldn’t have been more stark. In 
this unforgettable memoir, acclaimed novelist Dubus shows us how he escaped the cycle of violence 
and found empathy in channeling the stories of others—bridging, in the process, the rift between his 
father and himself. 

 

Born to Run  
by Christopher MacDougal 
Isolated by Mexico's deadly Copper Canyons, the blissful Tarahumara Indians have honed the ability 
to run hundreds of miles without rest or injury. In a riveting narrative, award-winning journalist and 
often-injured runner Christopher McDougall sets out to discover their secrets. In the process, he takes 
his readers from science labs at Harvard to the sun-baked valleys and freezing peaks across North 
America, where ever-growing numbers of ultra-runners are pushing their bodies to the limit, and, 
finally, to a climactic race in the Copper Canyons that pits America’s best ultra-runners against the 
tribe. McDougall’s incredible story will not only engage your mind but inspire your body when you 
realize that you, indeed all of us, were born to run. 
 

 
 
 
 
 


